Bronchobiliary fistulae due to echinococcosis.
A bronchobiliary fistula (BBF) is a rare complication of echinococcosis due to rupture of hydatid cysts located at the upper surface of the liver to the bronchial tree. We present our experience in treating this uncommon and dangerous entity. During the last 20 years, 21 patients, ten men and 11 women ranging in age from 26 to 83 years with a BBF were treated in our department. They presented dyspnea, biloptysis, cough or fever. Diagnostic imaging studies have been very helpful in identifying the communication and in delineating its location. The disease was limited to the liver in 11 cases, whereas in the rest ten cases, both liver and lung were involved. Right thoracotomy was the approach of choice. Our strategy consisted of adequate evacuation of the intrahepatic cysts, obliteration of the cyst space, freeing the adherent lung, dissection and closure of the BBF. Two deaths occurred due to anaphylactic shock and cardiac insufficiency. Follow up at 7-12 years did not reveal any recurrence. Although the incidence of echinococcosis has been decreased, the BBF still remains a serious complication with a high morbidity and mortality. Early diagnosis and management of septic associated complications are essential.